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After carefully monitoring the weather forecast all week, we were not 

too concerned about the drizzle on Saturday morning.  

As agreed, we met at Garin College before 9.30 AM. 

We, being John and I, with our 1970 Beetle towing our ‘new’ 1960     

Starliner Caravan, Daryl and (what can I say) Keri in 

Mildred, Dave and Kathryn (with no children) Cooper in 

their orange Kombi, Dave and (3 year old) Mikka  

McKenzie in their beach buggy, Noah (butter wouldn’t 

melt in his mouth) Hosie in his beach buggy, and his 

(ever so lovely) Fiona in her Karmann Ghia.  

So a lovely group and cross section of people and vehi-

cles. 

The drizzle persisted and made the trip over the Takaka Hill more      

adventurous, but less scenic. Our beetle managed the caravan nicely. We 

were thrilled. 

Most stopped for the toilets in Takaka, a quick dash to the super mar-

ket across the road, and off to the Wholemeal Café for a lovely morn-

ing tea. 

From there it wasn’t far to the Golden Bay Holiday Park. 

We all got settled in and soon had lunches organized. The Starliner can 

hold up to 6 people at least, we found out. The rain just about cleared 

and most of us set off to the Mussel Inn. Under cover was cozy and 

some beers, wines, coffees, garlic bread, and mussels were soon ordered 

and consumed.  

A relaxing time before returning to camp. Nice to sit out until bedtime, 

so great. 

Next morning some went for a walk, and I went out in the kayak, and to 

my great delight some dolphins kept me company for a little while. What 

a thrill!!! 
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As forecast, the sun came out at about 9.30 and at 10.30 we left for a coffee at Lady Luck in Colling-

wood. From there drive through to Bainham to the old Langford Store, where some emergency lunch    

supplies where purchased by some. 

On to the (washed away) swing bridge. It was a wonderful spot 

anyway, with the calves in the       paddock and the Salisbury 

Falls right there, too. 

Spend about a cou-

ple of hours there, 

enjoying the scen-

ery and the picnic 

lunch. 

Some went bike rid-

ing later and others to the Anatoki Salmon Farm. 

The evening meal was shared back at the camp site, be-

fore gearing up for the rugby finals. 

Next morning we were all a little reluctant to pack up. 

 

Coffee at the Wholemeal Café on the way home finished the trip off beautifully. 

 

 

 

 



Footrot County  -b y Ian Phyn (Finny) 
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It all started in 1985 when my little brother brought an old VW motor, he wanted to build a trike, but he 
needed  a few extra parts like wheels and peddles etc. He soon found another 
donor in the form of kiwi built spray mobile which had him end up with two 
motors, two gear boxes, four kombi reduction boxes, and  a pile of scrap 
metal. Then someone jokingly said why don't you make a twin engine four 

wheel drive? The next few weekends were 
spent at local car junkyard grabbing parts that I 
thought could be suitable, mostly Morris 1100, 
cause there was more of them piled up than 
any thing else, and it was good fun cutting 
those hydro elastic hoses and watching that 

bright green shit spraying everywhere.  

 

We took a sub chassis ,CVs, rack and pinion, handbrakes and lines and cables. 
Then like a patchwork quilt we joined the 1100 
sub to the VW torque tubes, All this was cut out 
with sticks, [electrodes soaked in water to work 
like gouging rods] and welded up with sticks, 
there is some tricky little shapes around the 
rack and pinion and not all of them pretty. The 
rest of the body work grew from this       
consisting off washing machine wraps and 
central heating units. After a few late nights of 
shaping bonnets and guards over pieces of 

pipe and around the clothesline 
rocks started coming over the 
fence, from several directions as we 
got more and more into it the rocks 
got bigger. Having no protection of 
a garage it was getting to be a     
serious problem I soon worked out 
when I stopped the noise so did the 

rocks.                           

The front end had six cut and   
welded shafts and I angled the re-

duction boxes towards the CVs to reduce a 
bit of the angle they had to work at, but 
this failed on the maiden voyage so there 
was another six cuts and welded axels but its all good now. The front 
gearlever had to be hinged from under the gearbox to keep the H pattern 
working the same way as the rear, which was done with a half inch      

universal from my socket set., And its still missing! 

The clutch was easy I just hooked both cables to one peddle, oh and did I 
mention peddles?  There  were heaps of them, a clutch, three brake ,one 
accelerator, a hand throttle hooked to both engines, and a rear engine full 

throttle lock for going up the steep ones. The brakes had twin 1100 master cylinders worked by two 



short peddles with a longer one in-between and yes, 
they were very hard. The right brake was plumed to 
the right front and the left rear, the left brake to the 
left front and right rear, this worked real good in the 
real sticky stuff, but if you wanted to stop in real hurry 

just run up the arse of the car in front. 

Because of the size of this thing, every puddle you went 
through took you up to your eye lids, we had heard 

stories of how water can make the 
clutch slip and put the fire out, so we 
took the advice of someone who had 
already done a mud plug event. Time 
for some serious waterproofing. Half 
a dozen cans of spray skin were put 
on the electrics. We hooked an air horn pump to a small 
manifold, made from an old brake wheel cylinder, blew 
air into the bell housings and distributors this worked 
great to until 
the little bro 
head butted 
the bottom of 

a lake and sent the battery through the seat. While he was 
upside-down he held his breath and tried hooking reverse 
before going for the seat belt buckle. After  the bodies were 
dragged out of the drink it was back home for some quick 
straightening an extra top bar to save crushing your neck, 

and the top coat off paint.  

Next was the main event, 88 Valley 4x4 Mud Plug. The paint 
was still wet when we took off  to this, all very exited and 
with a bit of driving practice up my sleeve we thought we 
would do okay. On our arrival we were smothered with 
people and hundreds of questions, one being what happens if you put one in ford and one in reverse, 
''Stand back and I’ll show you'', I said and fatted round the paddock sideways. Someone asked how do 
you control it ''I don't know it just seems to read your mind.'' That's about when we got our first telling 

off . 

The first three sections were balls deep in freezing cold water this took its toll and after the mornings 
round we had to pull out, but we had a bloody good day and got our photo on the front page of the  

Nelson Mail.    

The engines blew up not long after that so we started on        
reconditioning two more with big bore kits, fitted rear seals, oil 
filters, and proper air cleaners. Up until now they’ve only had  

kerosene bottles covered with stockings.  

The whole lot is still in boxes out in the back shed waiting for 
someone to show a bit of interest and maybe one day it will be 

either sideways or upside down in some cockies paddock! 
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Footrot County—continued... 



I have just been reading back through the newsletters and it is alarming to see that it has been almost 
ten months since my last update on the ’63 beetle rest. I did throttle off for a couple of months while 
I played with some beetles, rebuilt a couple of motors, and worked my way through several trailer 

projects, but finally it is back into the good old anthracite beetle. 

 

The paint preparation took quite a 
bit longer than anticipated and as it 
is not a very exciting job it is often 
hard to get into it. Eventually I got 
the car together and bare metalled, 
primered, and wet sanded back to a 
mirror finish ready for my friendly 
painter, Brook in Richmond. Brook 
took one look at it and said “he 
might need to spend a few hours 
on it to get it right” which turned 
into over twenty hours of further 
preparation. It is always a mistake 
to tell a painter to do it when he 
can, no pressure and it did take a 
while but finally this week after 
four weeks in the paint shop I got 
to bring it home again and it is defi-

nitely worth the wait. 

 

I veered away from the original plan of repainting 
it the factory colour Anthracite Grey and went 
instead with a personal favourite of bright red. 
The same red I used on my 1500 beetle last year 
if you ever saw it. So now it’s full steam ahead to 
get it all back together again. While the body was 
in the paint shop I brought the rolling chassis back 
home from my workshop in Richmond and set to 
getting it ready for the reunion with it’s better 
half. I had never run the motor from when I 
bought it and I had scavenged a few parts for  
other beetles in the time it was stored in town so 
first up I had to write up a list of work required 
before the body goes back on. Halfway down the 
list was to bleed the brakes and it’s just as well I 
did as the line that runs from the master cylinder 
to the rear brakes was holed in the passenger 
compartment and it would have been difficult to 
get to later on. With this replaced with a new line I also discovered I had not tightened one of the 
brake lines and lost a lot of brake fluid before noticing it. This would have been a pain to fix later on 
as well so better to find these problems now. I had burgled a hand brake cable to fix my son’s car so 
that needed replacement and then I got the motor running and discovered that the generator wasn’t 

generating which turned out to be a faulty voltage regulator. 

 

 

Page 5 

1963 Beetle restoration part 6 1963 Beetle restoration part 6 1963 Beetle restoration part 6 1963 Beetle restoration part 6 ––––    October October October October 

2011201120112011————by Simon Holmesby Simon Holmesby Simon Holmesby Simon Holmes 



So it’s just about ready for the body. Left 
to do this weekend will be getting the 
wiring loom back into the roof cavity of 
the body which I reckon will be easier 
with the shell off. I also need to adjust 
the brakes up which will be easier with 
the top off too, but then it will be time 

for the reunification. 

 

The target completion date is a very 
achievable date of the nationals in 2012 
over Easter. As I will be driving it down 
to Dunedin it needs to be reliable by 
then so realistically I need to finish it  
early 2012 to get a few runs under it’s 

belt before the long haul south. 
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1963 Beetle restoration part 61963 Beetle restoration part 61963 Beetle restoration part 61963 Beetle restoration part 6————cont...cont...cont...cont... 

2nd Annual review this Sunday2nd Annual review this Sunday2nd Annual review this Sunday2nd Annual review this Sunday————                                                                                

6 November 20116 November 20116 November 20116 November 2011 

Reminder that this Sunday is our club’s annual review.  Your chance to 

get your say in what the club does next year and how it’s run. 

 

We are looking for suggestions for club outings  and to review what 

we have done this past year, what’s to be repeated and what’s not.   

 

Review of the financial accounts for the year ended 31 October 2011, 

budget for 2012 year and Annual membership fees will be set. 

 

We are departing Garin College at 10.15 am heading to the Flat Rock 

Café (Kohatu) for tea and coffee and our meeting. The review will commence around 11.15am.   

 

Following the review, Vince will hold his awards ceremony. 

 

Everyone is welcome to stay on for lunch and make the way home via Tapawera in convoy. 

 

Following this review our 2012 calendar will be posted on our website. 

 

NB if you are a financial member of this club this newsletter will be accompanied with a zip file containing:  

2011 Financial Accounts, 2012 Proposed Budget, Review Minutes 2010 and our 2011 Review Agenda. 



http://www.clubvd
ub.co.nz The Enthus iast s 
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PO Box 1039 

Nelson 7040 

New Zealand 

 

 

Email:  admin@clubvdub.co.nz 

 

http: / /www.c lubvdub .co.nz 

Up and coming events   - 

Mark your calendar.  

NOVEMBER 
Annual Club Review 

and Awards Ceremony 

6th (Sunday) @ 10.00am 

Meet at Garin College, to drive to the Flat Rock 
Cafe - Kohatu, departing at 10.15am. 11 am we will 
hold a review of the club, financial reports (which 
will be sent out a few days prior (year ended 31 
Oct 11)) will be tabled, members will be invited to 
comment on where they want the club to head 
(strategic plan), members can volunteer to be a 
club coordinator. FINALLY, an awards ceremony 

will be held. 

Run Organiser Keri King and Vince Fox 

 

Bay to Coast  11-13 Nov 
Depart Nelson from Washbourne Gardens,      
Oxford St, Richmond at 12 noon.  To meet      
Canterbury Club’s Coast to Coast crew at 
Inangahua at 3 PM,  on Friday 11 Nov. Staying at 
Westport Holiday Park, 31-37 Domett Street, 

Westport Ph. (03) 789 7043 

On Saturday a planned trip to Shanty Town by 

Greymouth for a photo shoot. 

BBQ put on by Kevin and Trish Roberts on Satur-
day evening, with desert to be supplied by our 

Nelson team.  Sunday, homebound.       

Confirm numbers to Ineke by 5th Nov 

     Run Organiser Ineke Manshande                                                  

DECEMBER (Finally)  

Christmas Camp  2-4th December – http://www.quinneysbush.co.nz 

Final event of the year, the Christmas Camp.   Either camp the weekend, Saturday only or 

come for a day trip. Heap to do at the camp or just sit back and enjoy. 

Saturday evening, communal meal there will be tables set up to place a salad or side to 
share. Cook your own meats on your BBQ.   Christmas presents will be accepted for 

our Club Coordinators (we said this LAST YEAR and it didn’t happen!! Last chance) 

      Run Organiser Vince Fox 


