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I didn’t join the Nelson Lake Run until Tophouse Historic Hotel, so can’t com-
ment on any shenanigans between Garin College and morning tea time. However, 
there was a rumour abroad that 
those from Nelson were out-paced 
on their journey by the Renwick 
contingent. 
 

Arrivals at the Tophouse were 
Vince, Keri, Daryl, 
Brian, Gina, Owen, 
Sharon, John and 
Glenice. Those 
without heaters in 
their vehicles were 
chipped from their 
seats and guided 
inside to a roaring 
open fire. A gentle atmosphere of tea and scones was juxtaposed 
with stories of jealousy, disorder and murder, told to us by our 
host Randall. 
 

Vince then led us on to St Arnaud. Keri and Daryl saved our lunch hour by 
providing a gas heater for our picnic in the shelter. The chilly drizzle cleared to a 
timid sunshine, in time for a photo op by the lake. 
 

We were joined over lunch by Paul, Dave and Charlie, and John, Ineke and family. 
 

John entertained us by first attempting to roll his Kombi off a bank, followed by 
driving his long-suffering vehicle into the lake in an attempt to create an 
aquarustybus. Some folk will do anything for a good photo of their Volkswagen. 
Our knees shook at the thought of Rusty Bus stalling and requiring a push start 
through the eel-infested alpine lake. 

 

The party broke up mid-afternoon, some to walk, to bach, 
or to return to Nelson and Marlborough. Thank you to 
Vince, who led our party better than the Pied Piper. 
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Club Profile—Brian Mogford  

My first introduction to the world of VWs would have been in the mid-sixties through my Uncle Jack who 

was boarding with our family in Gisborne.  During this time he obtained an Adult Automotive Apprenticeship 

with Sheridan Owen Motors who were then the VW dealers in Gisborne. 

 

The Sheridan Owen servicing base was 'purpose built' for the VW dealership and was very well set up being on 

a corner location on Gisborne’s main Street close to the town centre. The facility incorporated a petrol fore-

court, show room, and garage/workshop including specialized workshops for servicing transmissions and en-

gines. There was even a special bay for checking and 

resetting engine crankshaft end floats. 

 

Now Uncle Jack was actually pretty smart and I do remember that on his third and final qualifying exams he 

obtained the highest mark in the country and was awarded a big cantilever tool box full of tools for his 

achievement.  This prize was to prove very useful as he soon left Gisborne and joined the Air force and 

trained as an aircraft engine fitter. 

 

Shortly after this when Jack was stationed at Hobsonville he paid us a visit in a very tidy white 1300 Beetle, and 

I do remember him going to great pains to try and demonstrate to me just how much room there really was in 

a 1300 beetle for a wife and two small children along with all the luggage! 

 

Jack now lives in Australia and has promised to write me an article 

regarding his thoughts and experiences on the early years of VWs which when it comes to hand I will forward 

for publication in the newsletter. 

 

The real clincher for me would have been in June 71 when the Minister of the Associated Church of Christ in 

Gisborne lent the 'Church Van' to a bunch of us young people to drive down to Wellington on Queens Birthday 

Weekend for the Annual Youth for Christ Capital Teen Convention.  The Church van just happened to be a 

1957 VW microbus finished in the original two tone sea green and 

white colour scheme, and was powered by a 1600 industrial engine. I 

could not help but be very impressed with the styling, sound, smell 

and performance of the bus as we drove down to Wellington; we had 

a ball hooning around Wellington city at night then Monday saw us 

travelling back up to Gisborne. 

 

Shortly after this revelation before joining the Air force I purchased a 

1955 orange and white kombi van for $750.00 that was powered by a 

36 HP motor and although was no road burner did serve me well for 

about five years as I drove it up and down the country, taking it into 

some pretty rough locations. 

 

In 1977 not knowing any better I sold that Kombi for $700 and bought 

a 1966 HD Holden Station Wagon which after about five years was 

really starting to live up to its well-earned reputation of being a classic 

rust bucket so to the knackers yard it went, and yep as you may have 

already guessed was replaced with a 1962 blue and white 1500 Kombi 

Van that I purchased from a car shark for $2600. Now do not ask me why but it just felt like such a great home 
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Club Profile—Brian Mogford– Continued... 

Club T-Shirts—get your orders in 
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See April’s newsletter for details.  The first order was obtained in time for the Auckland VW   

Nationals in Easter.   Another processing batch will be going into print shortly so please get your  

orders in.    

coming to be enjoying the stable ride of a split screen Kombi once more. 

 

At present I have in my stables the above 62 Kombi Van, a 1961 burgundy red and white Kombi Van fresh of res-

toration, and a Sand Pacer VW Dune Buggy. 

 

I often ask myself why it is that VWs have held so much appeal to me, providing much fun and enjoyment over the 

years. 

Perhaps it is that they almost have the reliability of a modern car if you can keep them in good order, and the chal-

lenge and sense of achievement that goes with that could be part of the answer, or maybe it is the big Kombi 

waves and rap sessions that you experience with total strangers almost on a daily basis! 

 

It has been really great to have a VW Club up and running in Nelson and I would like to say a big thank you to all 

those dedicated folk involved in the running of the Nelson Club V-Dub. 

Moggy 
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Maikäfertreffen Hannover   Maikäfertreffen Hannover   Maikäfertreffen Hannover   Maikäfertreffen Hannover   ————    by Ludwig by Ludwig by Ludwig by Ludwig 

EvertzEvertzEvertzEvertz    
Every year the 
same procedure 
on First of May. 
Thousands and 
thousands of air-
cooled VW gather 
in Hannover on the 
EXPO compound. 
This time 3.700 
Beatles, T1, T2 
and Karmann Ghia 
were counted on 
the early Sunday 
morning. With my 
wife Larissa and 
our Woodstock 
Bay window we 
had a wonderful 
day, meeting 
friends, hanging 
around and buying 
dispensable 

things.  
The host proudly proclaimed more than 20,000 
onlookers. All day sunshine and warm               
temperature created a perfect festival for V-Dub 
enthusiasts. And all the icons of VW history on 
that fairground 200 dealers and traders just for a 
one day event.  
Not to bad. Hannover is just 100 kilometres away 
from our hometown Bremen. A 90 minutes drive in 
our 1979 T2 . 
Enjoy my photos and feel being part of it ! 
 
With kind regards Ludwig & Larissa  
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JUNE  

Mid Winter Christmas Dinner  

25th (of course)  

A mid winter Christmas 

celebration.  

Venue Arthur Wakefield Bar 
(Queen St, Richmond) Right 
beside Three Rooms (last 

year venue). 

They are catering specially 
for us with a Christmas 
themed buffet dinner $35 
pp. including pre dinner nibbles, followed by the  
traditional Christmas dinner of ham, turkey and all 
the trimmings, followed by a Xmas pud.  (If you 
don’t eat your meat you can’t have any pudding.  You 

can’t have any pudding if you don’t eat your meat!) 

Last year we had a competition to see who 
wear the most VW gear, this year, it's a V Party. 
Dress up as something starting with V. For     
example Vegetable, Vino, Vine, Volkswagen, Violin. 
Get your thinking caps on and come up with an 

inventive V (or just dress up as Vince!) 

Confirmation of attendance will be required by 

15th June (for restaurant booking). 

  Run Organiser  Vince Fox                     

   

JULY  

Quiz Evening  
20th (Wednesday)  

At 8 Cullen Place, Nelson  (Ineke & John’s house)  

A fun filled quiz night for everyone to join in.  

                 Run Organiser  Ineke Manshande 

Up and coming events   - 

Mark your calendar.  


