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HO VW Club
In June, John and I had arrived in Frankfurt in good form, so John felt well enough to leave on a
2 hour drive the next day, to Wanroy in the Netherlands for their annual show. Fantastic day
had by him and his friend Justin, who drove the T25 there and back. Loads of VWs of all ages
and kinds.
Just a few days later, we headed east towards Wolfsburg.
Had to stop in Hessisch Oldendorf to secure a spot at the improvised campgrounds. These
consist of 3 soccer fields, with toilets and showers brought in for the weekend.
Met up with some of the organisers, who we have befriended over time.
Also caught up with Ivan and Carol Ashby (Christchurch couple – Canterbury Club) They were
staying there from Wednesday, no club umbrella present, but a nice Kiwi flag. We moved on
after having some lunch at the camp site. On the way out of the wee village, we also saw Ken
O’Halleron and John Atkinson (Auckland club).
We made our way to Wolfsburg, and checked in at our Campingplatz am Allersee, within sight
of the factory chimneys!!!
It was so hot that we decided to take a swim in the See (lake). What delight to be in the cool
water, again with the chimneys and a promising day ahead of us.
Next day was spend in Autostadt. Tremendous as always. As well as all the VW ‘stuff’, there is
great architecture, VW related shops, and great food and coffee.
What a setting.
We took a ride up into the glass tower, where all the pre-sold cars are stored.
They arrive underground from the factory next door, about an hour before they move on (again
under ground) to the building where the customers come to collect them.
The tower (there are two of them) houses 800 cars each, 20 cars high. Very impressive!!!
Also, we enjoyed the sunshine, going on a cruise past the factory and Autostadt on the Mittel
canal. A very enjoyable day.
On Friday we made our way back west to Hessisch Oldendorf, for the 6th Veteranen Treffen.
Put our camper (VW Colorado 2007) at the camp ground and biked down the road to the village
square. We met up with more Kiwis: Dave and Penny Finny (Oamaru), Ivan Fuller and his partner Eve, freshly flown in that same morning from Dubai, Wayne Fenton (Qualitat Motors Auckland) with his travel companion Ken Berry (Dunedin) and Bruce, also Knut Erbs also from Auckland. Paul Andreasen and his family were present, too, Dunedin family. Altogether there were
18 Kiwis, what a turn out.
Food and drinks were readily available at the Picollo Eiscafe at the market square, boosted by
bratwurst etc stands. You didn’t need to go far, to have all the comforts. At about 8 we moved
around the corner at the back of the council office, to some live music by an Australian band.
Had a fun time speaking with Traugot Grundmann, the main organiser, and also to the mayor of
the village. They all thought we were mad, really, coming al that way for the show!!!
Next morning, the Eiscafe served again as our base for the kiwis. A fantastic show around the
village streets with so many old Volkswagens, it is unreal.
The newest VW was a 1969 Kombi. The oldest is the 1938 prototype, all beautifully restored.
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The setting in the village is unreal really, live music, marching band, all go. The afternoon was taken up by going on a tour
around the country side and cross the river Weser on a small ferry (4 vehicles). While lining up a lot of spectacle at the actual
crossing. Twelve Swimmwagens coming down river, and driving on to the ramp near the ferry. What a sight!!
Beer and brat wurst available and lots of time to catch up and chat. The evening dinner was held in the Stadthalle, with a very
maximum 1000 people for dinner. Most of the Kiwis managed to get a table together, and enormous cheers went up when the
kiwis were announced in a line-up of 40 (!!!!) nations present. Goose bumps!
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Sunday morning another look around the displayed cars and also the parts market. Just being amongst the buzz of it all is
fantastic. More coffees and ice creams at the EisCafe
Prize giving at 1, and the Kiwis were announced as the farrest travelled crowd. On stage, thousands of people cheering us on.
Five minutes of fame on stage with the organisers and the mayor. What a buzz.
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People were generally very impressed
with our nice polo shirts, with some of us
proudly displaying their third visit to HO.

2017, Hessisch Oldendorf
here we come.
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Blow Karting
Following our club annual review a brave few experienced the terror of blow karting. I
think by far the most fun was had by the spectators, it certainly showed who the more aggressive club members are that’s for sure.

Up and coming events Mark your calendar.
December
Rabbit Island Wednesdays

PO Box 1039

5.30pm onwards (or earlier if you like)
Bring your own dinner to cook on the barbie or picnic /
takeaways, whatever takes your fancy for a fun and causal
get-together. Wednesday 17th December will be our club
Christmas celebration night, we hope to see your festive
selfs there!

Nelson 7040
New Zealand

Email: admin@clubvdub.co.nz

Event Organiser :Vince Fox
http://www.clubvd
T h eub.co.nz
En t hu s ias t s
V o lk s w ag e n C lu b

Winery Tour
Sunday 25th January—Registration required
Microbuses will collect members from their Nelson homes
and drive them around a tour of the wineries. Due to this
you need to register (and pay) your commitmenet to this
event. Charge of $20 pp to cover fuel costs and a small
nibbles somewhere along the way to help soak up the vino. Expect a full day's entertainment with one or two breweries thrown in. Numbers are limited to the dirvers/vans
available, so priority to those whom register and pay first.
We will finish our day with coffees and cake before being
dropped of home. Self-drive is an option however the club
does not condone drink/driving and ask that all drivers
meet with NZ road laws. NB This event has a lot of interest and some have registered/paid already!

Event Organiser : Keri King & Ineke Manshande

Old McDonalds Farm Camp
Waitangi Weekend 6-8 Feb ‘15
Laze back in Marahau at a very relaxed family camp ground. Check it out at:
http://www.oldmacs.co.nz
Event Organiser : Keri King

