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The afternoon had actually been a little cooler than the wonderful summer we had had until now.
By the time we gathered at Garin College, closer to 4.30, the sun was out
in full force again, to make a lovely trip to the orchard.
Daryl and Keri were there, as well as Moggie, Owen and Sharon, Vince and
Sue, Paul, Gina and Ben, and John and Ineke.
We had some excited spectators, who were aware of the event, so came
to look at the cars.
One guy was so excited, he asked to have a ride in Rustybus to the orchard, where his family picked him up, after more inspection of the VDubs
around.
We made his day, and that is of course what it is about…..

Mildred led us to the orchard off Swamp Road, where Grant waited for us
at the gate.
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It was all set up wonderfully, with the gazebo, fire-box, port-a-loo, bbq and picnic tables in place
amongst the trees.
All the cars were parked between the rows of trees and made a lovely photo opportunity.

Soon people sat around with drinks and lots of chats, as
usual.
Dave and Kathryn and the kids had already left for the
Nats, so we missed them.
Glenice and John were up north too, so no show for
them either.

Soon enough we all got hungry, and got the food underway.
A lovely array of salads appeared on the tables, as well as lovely dessert treats to share.
After tea, most people left, leaving Daryl and Keri, Grant
and Margaret, and John and Ineke to stay for the night.
A most pleasant and relaxing evening, the weather was an
important contributor, but also Grants organizational skills,
with the fire etc well prepared.

We didn’t sit around for very long, however, we all went to
bed at ten to nine!!!

After a great sleep, we shared some breakfast, and all went our separate ways.

A big thank you to the Robbs for organizing a very relaxed weekend ;o) Well done.

Ineke Manshande
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VW Nationals—
Nationals—Taranaki—
Taranaki—by Keri King
This year seen six Club V-Dub vehicles trekking north to New Plymouth to attend the Nationals, a mixture of one splitty, two Bays, two Karmann Ghia’s and a Beetle . We all seemed to travel separately and
all made it safe and sound – with the Cooper clan managing to run into a pigeon breaking their front
windscreen before they even left Nelson.
We choose to take the 6.30pm Thursday ferry and drive through the night (and heavy fog) reaching
New Plymouth in the wee hours of Friday morning. Why? To make the most of precious time with our
3 grandchildren that live in the Taranaki area.
As usual the event kicked off with a meet and greet, where everybody got to mingle and catch up with
old and new friends alike. Lucky for us, the playground was right beside the marque so that’s where our
time was mainly spent.
We had 3 wee Blondie’s, aged 1 year & 360 days, 3 years and 6 years and our campsite was on the top
of a steep drop to the sea – oh joy. A fantastic view of the harbour and ocean though and the youngest
only rolled part way down once – very quickly chased by Granddad.

Our grand babies were newbies to camping, so loved washing the dishes at our site, asking to go to bed
so they could play with their own torches until their eyes dropped
closed, not to mention the Easter
Eggs for breakfast each day and using
Granddad as a morning trampoline
until he relented and got out of bed.

The Show n Shine was an early start and held almost at the other end of the beach front cycle/walk way.
Over 180 vehicles were registered and 150 of these were displayed at the Show n Shine. The Taranaki
club did a great job organising a kids bouncy castle, food stalls and music, along with a few trade stalls.
And the weather went from overcast to very pleasantly hot as the day progressed.
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Taranaki Nationals—
Nationals— continued...
At 3pm, we had enough of the show and promptly departed to get food supplies in for the night and
heading back to camp for a relaxing evening.

Saturday night seen the weather turn for the worse, with wind and rain. The convoy to the BBQ did
not look encouraging at all. We were kindly driven in a 1302S Beetle to Opunake were we cooked a
BBQ lunch, before heading back to camp for an afternoon kip, then walking the advertised ’10 minute’
walk (a slight under estimation – more like 25 minutes) to the formal dinner.
The dinner was followed swiftly by an awards ceremony where ‘fun’ prizes were first awarded, such as
best accessory - going to a chrome duck on a splittie, best display for a beetle with a beach theme.
Lianne Budny, a new club member, got an Easter Egg prize for Best Themed (?) as she dressed her BUG
YA beetle up as a Bunny. Following these awards were the main category classes where our club took
two prizes; Best Interior and 1st Place Bus 68-79.
(Results are available at: http://www.vwnationals.co.nz/334348/info/advertisers.html )
Monday morning we were provided with a beautiful breakfast to feast on, whilst the raffle was drawn,
before we all departed camp to make our ways homeward bound.
Next year the Nationals are being held in Timaru.

Up and coming events Mark your calendar.

April 25th (ANZAC Day)
PO Box 1039

Family day picnic or BBQ lunch at Rabbit Island 1 pm.

Nelson 7040
New Zealand

Lets make the most of the sunshine while it lasts.
Email: admin@clubvdub.co.nz

Run Organiser: Vince Fox
h t t p: / / w w w .

c l u b vd u b . c

o. n z

http://www.clubvd
T h eub.co.nz
Enthusiasts
Volkswagen Club

May 26th
Mystery
tery Run
Mystery Run to commence
at a location to be advised
later, and end at a location that you only get to if you
successfully complete your instructions.
Run Organiser: Simon Holmes

June 22nd
Mid Winter Christmas Dinner
Again an Annual event for our club, the Mid Winter Christmas Dinner,
Venue to be advised closer to the event. However the theme is 70's
so get your old clothes out of your wardrobe ready

Run Organiser: Keri King

